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Appendix

Speed Reduction Saves Lives

Source:  Take Back Your Streets, 1995

How effective is traffic calming in

reducing crashes and crash severity?

Extensive work in Europe and

America reveals substantial improve-

ment in safety at speeds appropriate

to neighborhoods. Most traffic

calming and traffic management

programs reduce crashes in neighbor-

hoods by 20% to over 90%.

How is this so? As the top graph

illustrates, casualty rates grow

exponentially as speed increases.

There is a high survival rate when

pedestrians or bicyclists are hit at

speeds of 15-20 mph.

Injuries become quite severe at 30

mph, and catastrophic at speeds of

40 mph and higher. High speeds

(above 25 mph) have never been

appropriate to a neighborhood. Yet

current designs induce higher-end

speeds.

Some studies reveal that children,

and especially teenagers in suburban

neighborhoods, are at greater risk of

losing their lives in traffic crashes

than their counterparts in inner city

locations who often deal with gang-

related violence.

The lower graphic illustrates how

critical reaction time drops dramati-

cally as speeds increase.

Today the greatest source of danger

in modern neighborhoods for people

of all ages is not the house fire, but

traffic.

Thus, one of the greatest ways the

fire, police and other safety partners

in a community can address commu-

nity safety needs is to advocate low-

speed, efficient neighborhood streets.

Traffic related deaths and injuries of children is a growing national

concern. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the “Let Kids

Live” coalition, have learned that young children are more likely to die as a

result of traffic crashes than through all childhood diseases combined.

Reduction in traffic deaths and injuries is best handled through an aggressive

campaign for seat belt and child restraint compliance, and by reducing

vehicle speeds in neighborhoods where children spend much of their time.

Only through better designed traditional neighborhoods, and aggressive

efforts at traffic calming conventional neighborhoods, will these important

community and national goals be achieved.
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A nonprofit, nonpartisan, membership organization, the Local Government Commission 

is composed of forward-thinking, locally elected officials, city/county staff, and other 

interested individuals.  The LGC inspires and promotes the leadership of local elected officials 

to address the problems facing our communities by implementing innovative policies and 

programs that lead to efficient use of civic, environmental and economic resources.

The LGC has produced additional street design and safety publications, including Street 

Design Guidelines for Healthy Neighborhoods; Streets and Sidewalks, People and Cars – The 

Citizens’ Guide to Traffic Calming; Designing Safe Streets and Neighborhoods; and Land Use 

Planning for Safe, Crime-Free Neighborhoods.
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